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Ceuosaeerauu of MASSACHUSETTS. 
I the Hoy of Repreſentatives, May 28, 1. 


\ KDERED, That Mr. Co „Mr. Carmen, and 

Mr. Parſons, be a Committee to wait on the 
Reverend DA vip ParsoNs,. and thank him, in 
the name of the Houſe, for the SERMON deliver 
ed by him, this day, before His Excellency the 


4 


Governour, the Council, ; and the two Branches 
of the General Court ; and alſo Lea of him 
2 copy thereok for the ea 
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WHEN THE RIGHTEOUS ARE IN" AUTHORITY, 


ü TI PEOPLE REJOICE 3 BUT WHEN THE WICK+ 
ED BEARETH RULE, THE PEOPLE MOURN, 


deſign of our preſent meeting in this place 


(according to common uſage, and the laudable 
example of our pious Anceſtors) to ſeek the di- 
vine influence and direction in the important 
concerns of the day - to expreſs our grateful and 
devout praiſes for the ineſtimable bleſſings of go- 
vernment—to implore the divine bleſſing upon 
our civil magiſtrates in the diſcharge of the du- 
ties of their ſeveral departments and to medi- 
0 tate on ſuch ſuggeſtions from the oracles of truth, 


28 may be pertinent to ſuch an occaſion. e 


Tuxzzronz he ſhall hope to have acquitted 

Himſelf to the ſatisfaction of this numerous and 
reſpectable aſſembly in the part aſigned him, if pur. 
ſuant to the line of his own miniſterial character, 
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"HE preacher conſiders it to be the ec | 
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he Wall offer fuck At conſid ines; as may 
be thought proper for the buſineſs of the day; 
though he ſhould avoid | political diſquiſi- 
tions—though he ſhould not decide in arent 
of controverſy ; ; or didtate j in matters of ſtate, or 
attempt to give inſtructions to politicians =" 
are furniſhed with much better means of know. 
ledge, and mult be preſumed to be already well b 
informed, res ft wk the Fee ane of cher 
tation. W e : ee 


6 ur Wind therefore erer might , vour' 1 
| Ws,  impertinency upon ſuch ſubjects, 1 would ob- 
| | _ fervs; that the ſeritiment contained in the words 
J conſideration, i is clearly this, that the ſub- 
4 jects of every government, however med,” F 
i or inſenſible they may be to ſome purpoſes; have 

qJ vſually an ability to diſcern the virtues or debe 
of their rulers that they quickly feel che ad- pl, 
4 vantages or embarraſſments of a virtuous or vi- 
cidus adminiſtration, and uſually diſcover their 
-___ Internal ſentiments, by be g ter de. | 
oe monſtrations W lorrow or Ps; e 


"ol fi Words ſeem alſo to carry ith them this 
1 further implication, that righteouſneſs (which 
in the ſcriptures is uſed to ſignify ſincere piety, © 
or the ur of God) makes a an n part of 
the 
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me chatadder of 2 ruler. Yet chere are many 
profeſſors of chriſtianity, who, (not much to tlie 
Honour oftheir profeſſion) will ſtrenuouſiy main- 
"tain, that between religion and politicks, there 


© ought to be little or no connection that an In- 
del or an Atheiſt ought to ſtand as fair a candi- 


date for the ſuffrages of a people, as the pious 
man , or the exemplary, chriſtian, Indeed it muſt 


not be diſputed that perſons of ability and ac- 


 compliſhnients, who act from no higher motives 


than thoſe of honour, popularity or ambition, | 


are often improved by Divine Providence, to 
render very eſſential ſervices to a community 
But after all; muſt it not be allowed, that ſincere 
piety, the true fear of God, refines and exalts the 
character of the ruler? Doth not this firm and 


; unſhaken principle which ever directs his actions, | 


give him a better foundation for the people 's con- 
fidence ? He acts from the pureſt motiyves—he 
- meditates the nobleſt actions - prompted by ſo 
divine a principle, his ſalutary influence, like the 
beams of the morning ſun, diſperſeth the gloomy _ 
| horrours of vice, tyranny and oppreſſion ; ; and 


ditfuſeth over the whole community, the bleſſ. 
* ings of light, joy, liberty and peace. Thus are 


1 words of inſpiration, « the ſpirit, of the Lord 


ſpake * me, and his word Was in i my tongue ; 'W 
| the 
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the dd ef Head id; the rock of rad (pake | 

to me, he that ruleth over men, muſt be juſt, rul 
 ivg in the fear of God; and he ſhall be like . 
ght of the morning, when the ſun riſeth, even 

a morning without clouds; as the tender graſs 

ſpringing out of the earth " clear Gining after 

rain.“ „ | | 
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4 What ie may be: even ified 


- from rulers, that they mage thoſe virtues wich 
are the fource of Joy t tothe x people? 


Ul. When a people may FE RFA S their 


grief on account of the corruption or WM adminiſ- 
tration of rulers ?. | 


Jor and grief are human paſſions, which are 


IR readily excited,andoften very ſtrongly expreſſed: | 
and they are to be commended or blamed, ac- 
_ cording to the various cauſes whereby they are 

produced, and the meaſure to which they extend. 
The body of 2 people, may not always judge 


right reſpecting the qualifications of their rulers ; ; 


yet with proper means of information, they ge- 


nerally form a juſt opinion; and the opinion 
0 which . 


* | Ko 
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; which they form, i is not to be holden i in con- 


tempt : For no wiſe and good magiſtrate will 


wiſh to hide his character from the view of the 
people, or refuſe to give them the beſt poſlible | 
evidence of his i Ah and virtue. 


- "RvR; therefore in the legiſlative depart- 


ment, ought to enact laws which are well calcu- 
lated to ſuppreſs vice, and puniſly the tranſgreſ- 
Hor. The laws of men have often a more imme- 
diate influence upon mankind, than the laws of 
God; becauſe human penalties, though not 


more certain, yet are expected t to be more im- 


mediately inflicted. - This makes it neceſſary 
that rulers ſhould j pay the utmoſt attention to 

the enacting good laws; for without theſe the 
community can never be ſafe; vice muſt reign 
and triumph, virtue be unprotected and de- 
preſſed. . 


„rnit 1 in the executive department, ought 
to fee that good. laws be well executed; for to 
what purpoſe doth it prove to ena the moſt ex- 
<ellent laws, with the proper penalties, when 
theſe penalties are never to be inflicted, nor the 
laws carried into execution? When the boldeſt 


| tranſgreflors * bid defiance to the laws of juſ⸗ 
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tice, and flatter themſelves with impunity ? To 
indulge the violators of law, with frequent in- 
6 | ſtances of impunity—to make it eaſy for them 
td. evade public juſtice, has always a tendency to 
| deſtroy the influence of the magiſtrate, : and bring 
| U 85 government itſelf, into a ſkate of contempt. 
. | 5 W hen the guilty eſcape, the number of offenders 
Bl. > is quickly found to increaſe : But when the 
| 0 . | laws are held ſacred, and their penalties inflicted; 

. t, „ authority of the magiſtrate! is eſtabliſhed, his 
| |} op perſon reſpected, and the government revered. 
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, Rol Eks are obliged to do juſlice, not only i in 
krleſpect to the laws, but in reſpect to the ſubjects; 5 
and they are to enforce the execution of them, 
(unleſs where ſome particular reaſons of ſtate 
may require a ſuſpenſion, or omiſſion) in order 
to make the beſt compenſation that may be, for 
the injury of the offence. The neglect of puniſh- 
ment juſtly merited, is often the cauſe of God's 
heavy judgments. upon a people. The Benja- 
| mites refuſed to do juſtice upon the man who 
| had occaſioned the death of the Leviteꝰ s Concu- | 
bine ; multitudes of them were ſhin in battle, 
their cities were laid in aſhes, and their whole 
tribe almoſt extinguiſhed. Io. puniſh great 
and notorious acts of injuſtice, is is called in ſcrip- 


A ²˙ Ü * 
r CRE * v * 
— 3 ROAads — * 


Mer a es pg — 
r — 
n 3 


IO, 


2K 


3 2 —— — —— — watea 
— 


1 
. eee a — 
r — ES SOT ERS LS 2 . . 


. 
32 mk 
— 


"MT 


— 
DN . 
— , ⏑—— eee — — —̃—ꝛ — „ I TY 


Ca g — * 3 


r — 


ture, 


— 
U 


* 
oP, 
vs 
#5 

o 9 
11 
7 
5 . 
1 
A 
My 
G 1 
4 i 
7 
4 


U ** 
455 
v2 
fs 
25 
4% 
* 


— 
— 
5 


[ 1 


% 


ture, ce to put away evil from the land ;” be- 
cauſe to this purpoſe the ſword is put into the 


hands of rulers; and they bear the ſword in vain 


who refuſe to protect their people. I am ſpeak- - 
ing in general of the pegle& to put good and 
wholeſome laws into execution, without having 
reference to particular inſtances ; for ſurely not 
= puniſh an offence, is to encourage it, unleſs, 
as was ſaid before, the indemnity is juſtified by 

: particular reaſons of ſtate ; and will not be an 


inducement | to others to commit the like offences. 
In all other caſes, that fin which was perfonal at 


farſt, becomes national, by the neglect of the go- 
vernment to puniſh or ſuppreſs it. And it is 


certain that the impunity of the offender, is a 


ſpring of univerſal miſchief—it 3 is not owing, to 
the publick magiſtrate,if the beſt man in the com- 
munity is not as vicious as the worſt.—A law 
had better be annihilated, than to exiſt with uni. 
verſal contempt. And no good magiſtrate will 


be an unconcerned ſpectator, and fee the righte- 
ous laws of theState openly violated; but recollect- 
ing the duty of his office, will endeavour to 
bring offenders to their merited puniſhment. 


| RULERS s ought to furniſh the people with this 
further evidence of their virtue, that they are 
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friendly to religion among cheir people, and uſe 
their influence and authority to uphold and pro- 
b mote it. Religious worſhip and order main- 
tained among a people, hath a moſt falutary 


effect upon their morals; it promotes vital 


piety, and due obedience to the laws of God and 


man. Rulers therefore ſhould, by their exam- 
ple and authority, encourage the worſhip of God. 


and ſee that it is maintained with dignity and 
reputation. For in this the glory of the great 
Supreme, and the beſt intereſt of men are joint- 
ly concerned, which are the great deſigns of the 
providential government of God in the world. 
It is by no means beneath the dignity of the 
greateſt magiſtrate or monarch on earth, to yield 
the moſt profound ſubjection to God, and pay 


homage to the Redeemer of men; nor to con 


ſecrate themſelves, their power and authority 
to his ſervice. God requires that they co-ope 
rate with him in his deſigns to effec the bel 
intereſt of his ; people—that they ſhould be hearty 
5 fr tends to religion devout worſhippers of 0d 
afford protection and encouragement to his ſer- 
vants—that they ſhould be patrons, and nurſing 
Fathers to the church of Chriſt ; 3 and uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours to advance his kingdom. 
| All which they my do without binding the 


5 he i 


Ld 84:1 
rights of conſcience, or exerting their authority 


to impoſe articles of faith, or modes of worſhip; 
; or enforcing theſe by penaJties. Indeed ſuch an 


exerciſe of power in a: ruler would be'to extend 
his commiſſion beyond its limits, and to defeat 
i its deſign, which was to protect and preſerye the 
rights of conſcience. The authority of rulers 
may be exerciſed in matters of religion, ſo far 
as to tolerate, encourage and ſupport the wor⸗ 
ſhip of God in ſome form or other. The pleas 


of conſcience are frequently made to cover a de- 


ſign, and with intent only to form an excuſe 


from contributing to the ſupport of religion, or 


upholding any form of ſocial worſhip. In this 


dae the conſtitutional power of government 
2 ought to be employed to diſappoint the diſſem- 
bler, and enforce the rights of religion. 


1 rulers wilt alſo attend to the mo- 
rals of their people. Morality is an eſſential part 


9 religion, and intimately affects the very being 


of ſociety: and the magiſtrate bears the ſword 
in vain, who pays no attention to a matter which. 
ſo much concerns the peace of ſociety. He for- 
gets the deſign of his commiſſion, which is © to 
be a terror to evil doers, a praiſe tofuch as do 
well.“ A proper uſe of the authority veſted in 
civil 
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civil rulers is commonly effectual to chock the 
rapid growth of impiety, to curb and reſtrain 
the vicious inclinations of men. The profana- 
tion of God's facred name and worſhip, as well 7 
as other enormous crimes againſt the laws of 
God and the community, will be duly noticed 
and puniſhed by the vigilant magiſtrate. The 
happy effects produced by the vigilant care of 
rulers i in promoting religion and virtue and by 
their attention to the morals of the people by 2 
their exertions for the eſtabliſument of ſchools 
and ſeminaries of inſtruction, to form the morals 
of youth to virtue and religion, are hardly to be 
bh deſcribed. The community have had large EX 
2 perience of theſe ſalutary influences of the ma- 
giſtrate; and it is ardently to be wiſhed that the 
ſenſe of their importance, mags proguce a Kill 
ad degree of attention. 


A rrorlz may reaſonably expect to find in 

their rulers, a love and eſteem for virtuous men; 

and a diſpoſition to, advance thoſe of that cha- 
racter to places of honour and truſt. Thus the 

royal Pfalmiſt, © Mine eyes ſhall be upon the 
faithful of the Land, that they may dwell with 
m * that walketh f in a N . ntl 
ſerve me.” | 


SUrELY . 


"1: bs 1 


- SURELY a man ought not to be advanced to a 


| Ration of honour merely becauſe he has a high 
ſenſe of his own merit—nor becauſe he requires 


very great reſpect to be paid him—or becauſe he 


is able to flatter, and willing to do any thing for 
preferment nor perhaps becauſe he may be 
uſed as an inſtrument to effect a particular pur- 
poſe—nor becauſe he is indigent, yet ſcorns'to 


ſubmit to the duties of his proper calling—or 
| becauſe he hath important friends to ſolicit for 


him. Therefore good rulers will regard the 

| lafety and true intereſt of the publick, and will 
let thoſe ſhare their favours who beſt deſerve 
them ; having regard both to their accompliſh- : 
ments and virtues. They will commit no truſt. 


to a man devoid of principle, ſenſible that he | 


would be likely to oppoſe every good purpoſe, 


as he who hates to be reformed, will hinder re- 


formation. The unprincipled perſon is never to 


he will betray his truſt, and make uſe of his 
power and influence to ſubvert the government 


that gave them. The frequent inſtances of this 


nature which have happened, furniſh matter of 
_ caution to every government, reſpecting the ſer- 
vants they employ, and what characters they 


truſt, with tuch powers as they have a conſtitu- 
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tional right! to confer, | Thoſe whs are ſtrangers 
to a principle of virtue” and conſcience, and Who 
contemn the laws of God, will not heſitate to 


trample upon the laws of men, whenever it an 
ſwers any ſiniſter purpoſe of their own, But 


5 the man of virtue will be ready to facrifice every” 
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Y priyate conſideration, that he may promote the 
intereſt of his country, and diſcharge the duties 
of his truſt with fidelity and ſucceſs. He will 
hazard both reputation and life, as the caſe may 
oh be, i in ſupport of the dignity of government, and 
the honour of the laws. Such an one will be 
55 proof againſt the evil inſinuations of the deſign · 
ing and crafty; and both in publick and private 
will bear teſtimony againſt faction, ſedition, and. 
every evil work. Such characters therefore," 


1 will be | in great eſtimation with righteous rulers.” 


1 


Ir is not degrading the character of dae 
rulerago pay a decent and candid attention to 
the complaints of their ſubjects, expreſſed in a 
decent manner; but it is ſuch an evidence of 
kbheir virtue as may excite a peoples“ joy. Ru- 
lers derive their authority from the people, and 
they cannot ſuppoſe themſelves elevated beyond 
the reach of their addreſſes or applications. They 


hold their offices for a ſhort term, after which, 
| ? Lach 


(6. *] 
they muſt tand vpon a level with FR ſubjedts, 


Thoſe who are worthy of the honour, and who 5 
neeept their election with proper views, will be 
deſirous to know the particular ſtate and cireum- 
ances of their ſubjects, that they may be under 
the greater advantage to ſubſerve their intereſt. | 


They will therefore pay a particular regard to 


their complaints, and as far as they can (eonſiſt· : 


by ently with the intereſt, reputation and ſafety of 


the commonwealth) afford them relief; or af- 
fign a a ſatisfactory reaſon why ſuppoſed grievances 

are not redreſſed; and convince the people that 
their want of fiiceeſs in their applications to go- 

5 vernment, 1 is not owing to want of ſympathy and 
affection ; but becauſe their petitions are incom- 

| patible with the intereſt of the ſtate, Such at. 


tention paid to the ſuppoſed grievances of ſub- | 


Jects, naturally procures affection and confidence; 


and ſeldom fails of eſtabliſhing ſuck rulers? in- 
tereſt in the hearts of a grateful people. At diſ- 
poſeth their ſubjects to pay to them all due ſub. 
jection and honour, according to the inſpired 
| Apoſtle, © not. for wrath, but for conſcience 
| Like;” and to do it from intereſt, inclination 
and choice. Thus will they become the joy of 
-  - _ their ſubjetts, and the terror of their foes. A8 


the wiſe man aſſerts, © when the righteous are 
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5 grief on account of BY corruption or in admi 
niſtration of rulers ? Hg 


T6 1 . 1 
in authericm the ds WERE -—They: villeo 8 


joy peculiar ſatisfaction to lee perſons of io" 
- virtue and integrity promote in the govern- 
ment, and the adminiſtration put into the hands 15 
- of ſuch; As both underſtand. in what manner to 
uſetheir power; and are diſpoſed to uſe it with 
equity and moderation. This will have a ten- 
dency to conciliate the eſteem, and procure the 


veneration of the people; one and all will be 


ready to unite their influence to fender their ad- 
"miniſtration mou and hippy: 4 TY 


. 1 r 4 2 
. * * e * * * n + 4 1 


LIT us now attend to the Kicond Bare "La VIZ. 
When, 2: people may reafonably expreſs their ö 


* * * * 


B contraſting the former chirabitr; we have 
the anſwer. For if a people have reaſon to re- 


joice when their rulers give the moſt plenary 
evidence of a righteous and faithful adminiſtra- 
tion, by ſuppreſſing and puniſhing Vice, encou- | 
raging Virtue—proteding the virtuous, and re- 
ligious, promoting ſuch to office, and cherithing | 
A fellow feeling of the diſtreſſes of the communi- 

| ty. at large, they cannot forbear to mourn and 

> weep when 0 obſerve in their rulers, 5 a reverle 
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of this excellent charya: For as we haye be- 
fore remiarked, mankind have not loſt all ſenſe 
of the excellency of virtue they retain ſuch an 
idea of goodneſs, that they are willing to ſee it 
exemplified i in the character 6f = TR even | 
| when they Bind it not in themſelves. I ey have = 
An exalted: 'opthion' of it in others, e averſe © = 
they may be from en its Wen in ede "I 
own ne 120 i e 14 7 


ü 
Norms occaſions more grief t to a people than | 
to find their rulers like Omri, the Hraelitie 
king, making ungodly faatutes—when' miſchief. 
is eſtabliſhed by laws, and the people enjoined 1 to 
I enforce dn ſevere penaltles. God has” 
5 oftentimes permltted the rulers of a people to be 
| ſo devoid of all ſenſe of juftice and equity, as to 
frame the moſt pernicious ſtatutes, which in their 6 
operation, have been productive of infinite miſ-. 
chiefs ; and which, x with tolerable diſcernment, 
EE might] haye been eaſily foreſeen, When therefore F 
f a people have the extreme misfortune to haue 
rulers of ſuch a deſcription, they can expect no- 
thing from them; but ſuch adminiſtration; as will 
be-the occaſion of forrow. and moyraing as long * 
a6 it Fall og continue. $5 ET ])]ꝛ]ꝛ 
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Any. hence originates that diſhonour and eon. 
tempt in which, t 


times holden by their — When 2 Earn 
dein their magiſtrates, contemn their govern - 
ment, profays n dah on i olf God, and infult 


der Aen. a0 dhe effect of ſome weak 
in government, or want of virtue in the magiſ- 
trate. But when a people diſcover 2 diſpoſition 

in their rulers, to ſubvert the principles of na · | 
 turaljuſtice, and i injure t them of their juſt rights . 
- under colour of law z is it mütter of ſurprize, 1 in 1 
the preſent ſtate of human, nature and paſſions, 
ko ſhe. them meditating to reform government; 
and to procure deliverance Lam dich intalera- 
bl pre? 77 4 7 3 5 
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App to this, when the great political charaktere 


are without a ſenſe of religion—ſhew no proper 8 
reverence of authority, or regard f for the church | 
of Chriſt; do not act | under the influence of 
 egnletrrice, or the fear of God; this i is a ſulici: 
ent cauſe for publick mourning and lamentati⸗- 
on! As ſuch” perſons are greater in power and 
influence, ſo much greater is the calamity of the 
people 3 far they are not ** unhappy by natu- 

ral 


OO I OR TIS ͤ -R ADIOS voy Ir, .... 


— 


(21 1] 


ral and immediate conſequences, but are th 


expoſed. to the more ſevere judgments of God, 


which will undoubtedly lucceed, When ini 


quity or irreligion ; is © framed into a law, 4 
God muſt be diſhonoured, or the rights of bis. 


people invaded, this {yrely is: a ſource: of i 0 
Wery, 9 man. 5 1 


Noz injury” 10 Sew no iniquity b much e . 
abhorred as a wicked law, therefore it concerns 
every ſtate to ſee that their laws are righteous 
and juſt. And whenever any Legiſlature, find 


on 4 review, that laws have been paſſed, though 


5 perhaps by inadvertency, which deſerve that de. 


ſcription, Juſtice to God and man, demands that 


: they be inſtantly repealed.” That rulers ſhould 


frame laws notoriouſly unjuſt, deprive innocent 
; citizens of their liberty, ſubject them to grievous 


penalties, for no cauſe but to gratify their own 


evil paſſions, i is ſuch a direct violation of tlie laws f 


of God, and the rights of men, as muſt fill every 


ſenſible heart with grief and horrour. Every 
Citizen of every deſcription,: 2s he contributes an 
equal ſhare towards the'ſupport of government, 5 
hath a right to expect equal juſtice and protec- 
tion; unleſs by ſome crime or errors in his con. 
* he * en that E and he 
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the right is denied, unleſß on account of o1 & 
defe&ofhis own, he hath certainly a good cauſe 


to complaint, ” And when cauſes of complaint, by. 
the adminiſtration of unprindpſed and tytanni- | 
de magiftrates, become general, aud perhaps al- 

moſt univerſal, the effe&s Wilk allo be: as exten 
ſive as the cauſes; little beſides exprefiions of * 
mentation and ſorrow, will be ſeen or heard 
7 through. the' Whole m, n ee 


TEE people have equat reaſon to mourn \ when. 
wicked men are preferred by their rulers, and $ 


diſtinguiſhed by their ſpecial fayours. In times 
N of confuſion and degeneracy, wicked and defign- . 1 
5 ing men, obtain promotion 5 and oftimes ſuch 

| perſons. are entruſted with the more important : 


concerns of the public, who were never poſſeſled 
of virtue 


K d economy, ſufficient to tranſact their 


own. þ Hence che public are deprived of the abi - | 
;  Iities of ſuch in the Commonwealth, who are 


perſons of che! beſt underſtanding, and the great- . 
eſt wiſdom. 4 This! is a fore conſequence. of the 


Wy 1 


= promotion of wicked men; that many, of the _ 
f moſt valuable characters, - t 
and decline any part in government. As Solo- 
men nene 1 Went the wicked riſe, men hide 


retire into obſcurity. 


themſelves, 
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Wemſelves but when they periſh the righteons 
Increaſe.” | F latterers and paraſites are the men 
who find favour with A wicked adminiſtration, 
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but ſuch- 28 govern their lives by the maxims of t | 
religion; a and the laws of virtue, if not whiolly ne- | | 
| pleted, will commonly be diſpoſed to excuſe 1 
 themiſelves. ; If they are poſſeſſed of large proper- by 1 
ty, they will ſoon find. that their exertions in 7:7 
favopr of virtue, will rendgr their property inſe- if 
eure have they great talents and abilities, they if 
will ſoon lind that to uſe. thein 3 in favour of vir- * Ml 


tue, will be to expoſe them to the depredations 
and perſecutions of a wicked, lawleſs power—do 5 Jas | 
they exert themſelves i in favour of the public in- | 


tereſt; and to deliver their country from embar- 


: raſſments and diſtreſſes, they find that their vir- — 
tuous efforts, do but expoſe them to thi tary = $4 


wicked adminiſtration. 85 


Hirt is i for a land, when good x men — 
creaſe, and more happy when their talents are 5 | 
exerciſed for the good of the community. But # 

when the wicked riſe, 2 man is hidden.“ They 5 5 1 
4 WhO are void of Principle, deteſt every thing =_ 
| which is facred, as far as they have power they 5 
rut good men into  vbſcurity, and "Owe are 


VVT!!! X 


To Ib 


| Forced to o abſcond for their own tabiry. Thoſe 
 whoareloſt to all ſenſe of virtue, duty or moral 
obligation, Will impre we their power to the worll 7 
g purpoſes z and by this means they debaſe their 5 5 
character in the effimation of the people, who 
feel themſelves truly iniſerable under their op= 
preflive adminiſtration. They cannot but mourn 
to ſee their rulers fo devoid of the principles of 
virtue, while they behold the melancholy effofts 
of their wickedneſs, wherever they turn their 
5 eyes they cannot but mourh when they antici- 
pate the event of ſuch unrighteous meaſures of ; 
Bovernment, and the miſcrable confeqyencc 
which n muſt necellarily be produced. Sed indeed 
is the condition of that people, who have juſt e oc- 
1 eaſion for ſuch complaints ! They cannot but 
give their atteſtation to the truth of the obſer- 


ps vation, i in the text, . when the wicked bearetl | 
| | 1 ule the * mourn.“ : 


IMPROVEMENT. | 

à very natural reflection, which may be made = 
poi the ſubje& is this, viz. That virtue is ho- 
nourable, and adds an eminent luſtre to the re- 
putation of a ruler. And in this view particu» 
larly that it is praiſed and admired by thoſe that 
dove it not, that it is honoured by the followers 


+ no 


1 a 1 


ind family of vice—that it forces glory out of 


ſhame, honour from contemipt— that it recon- 


ciles men to the fountain of honour, the Almigh- 
ty God, 6 Who will ever honour thoſe that ho- 


nour him,” Certain it is, that religion ſub- 
ſerves even our temporal purpoſes; no great 


end of ſtate, can be well attained without it; 


even ambition itſelf often ſeeks to derive its ſup- 
port from, a. pretence of religion. © If a new 


* opinion be commenced, and the author would 
make a party, and draw diſciples after him, at 
leaſt he muſt be thought to be religious.” This 
is a demonſtration how great an inſtrument or 
means of reputation, piety and religion are. Now LL 
1 only the pretence will do us ſuch good offi- 
. ces amongſt men, the reality will do us much 
more, beſides the advantages we may hope to 
receive from the divine benediction. The power 
of godlineſs, will certainly do more than che 


form alone. ' 5 


No one it is eden infer 8 any thing. 
which hath been ſuggeſted, that obedience is not 
due to rulers from their ſubjects, although they 
might have reaſon to be ſuſpicious of their mor- 
| al character, and although there be many things 
in their adminiſtration, which might be a juſt 


cauſe of grief and mourning, I he obedience we 
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owe to magiſtrates, differs eſſentially from that 
| which we owe to God. We ought to obey Got | 
with our underſtanding, and will, that is, we ought 
to obey him inteligently and freely: our obedi- 
ence reſulting from a ſenſe of the rectitude of his 
precepts. But ſuch obedience to human laws 


is not always required; for we may ſometimes 
doubt or the fitneſs or equity of them. For ſo 
long as magiſtrates are liable to error, though it 


be highly neceſſary, conſidering ourſe ves as mem- 
bers of ſociety, that we conform our own actions 


to their laws; yet it is not always dur duty to 
believe that their laws are moſt ſalutary or con- 
venient, becauſe human laws may be ſometimes 
otherwiſe. But our ſocial obligations require 


us to be ſubject to laws which we may think very 
inconvenient, provided they be not ſinful in 
themſelves. It would be happy if inferiors 


would not employ themſelves too much in diſ- 
puting the policy and prudence of their rulers, 


and the propricty of their laws, We are not to 
obey laws, which cannot be obeyed without con- 
ſcience; but an action may be wrong in reſpect 


of the perſon commanding it; and yet innocent 
in reſpect of the perſon who executes che com- 5 


mand. 


” 


(9.307 


Is the caſe of wars between nations or States, 
the ſubje& cannot be ſuppoſed always to be a 
competent judge of the equity of the diſpute, 


| yet perhaps he mult bear arms, i. e. he muſt pay 

due obedience to the powers of the State. And 
in the caſe of executing an unjuſt ſenfence on a 

_ ſuppoſed criminal; not the executioner, but the 


judge is commonly conſidered as the author of 


the injury, He who ſerves his Prince in an un- 
juſt war, is but the executioner of an unjuſt ſen- 


tence. It is generally true, that ſubjects are 


_ obliged to yield obedience to the laws of the 


State, without queſtioning the policy of them, 


if they are not apparently repugnant t to the laws 

of God: Whereas to oppoſe the ruler, on any 
other principle than this, tends to introduce con- 
fuſion into ſociety ; weakens the bands of govern- 
ment; deſtroys the authority and influence of 
rulers, and is in danger to iſſue in the ſubver- 
ſion of the State. 7 


Hu MAN government is of wine ordination, 
and our underſtandings are impreſſed, at firſt 


view, with the neceſlity of it. Every one muſt 
feel and acknowledge the propriety and utility . % 
of that ſubordination in ears Dube is required 
by the divine conſtitution. 


ready 


And he who is ever 
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ke l 1 


ready to 3 the conduct of rulers, reproach 
their adminiſtration, and diſpute the wiſdom, 


| propriety or policy of their laws, obſtructs their 
uſefulneſs, weakens their influence, and expoſeth 


himfelf to the diſpleaſure of him, whoſe ſervants 
or vicegerents they are: He doth all in his 
power to bring che wiſdom and power of the 
magiſtrate into contempt, and plunge the State 
C into confuſion and diſorder, Suffer me to add, 
that he who is confident of his own underſtand- 
ing (and who is more ſo than he who thinks 


himſelf wiſer than the laws needs no other temp- 5 
ter, than himſelf, to pride and vanity, \ which 


are the natural parents of diſobedience. The 
15 laws Which: are enacted by wiſe and juſt legiſla- 


tors, are not dictated by an arbitrary will, but 


reſult from the principles of reaſon and juſtice. 


1 hey are reaſonable and good i in themſelves; 


185 they are calculated not to ſubſerve any ſiniſter 
; purpoſes, or private views, but to advance 


and ſecure the happineſs of men. W henever it 


happens otherwiſe, che legiſlators are tyrannical, i 
and the government oppreſſive: Statutes contra- 5 
dictory and inconſiſtent are to be expected, and 
even ſuch as might invert the order of things, 
and ſubſtitute vice, in the room of virtue. 


From 


the rotations of en to rulers, obligation to 


9 


rulers 


rulers, and duties upon thoſe MOOT TOY do ne- 
ceſſarily reſult. Subjection to laws being con- 


*fidered the firſt and moſt eſſential of thoſe duties, 
ought to be chearfully yielded by the good ſub- 
ject, though in ſome caſes it may be apprehended 

that the laws are not the moſt ſalutary to the in- 

tereſt of the people. Every citizen cannot be ſup- 
poſed to be able to determine abſolutely on a ſub- 
; ject of ſo great importance. But it muſt be his 
duty to perſevere in his ſubjection and alle 


giance, till his rulers may perhaps be con- 
vinced that their meaſures ought to be changed; 


Which conviction, if there be real foundation, 
. they may quickly receive from the complaints ok 
the people, and from ſuch regular remonſtrances, 
as will proceed from the moſt loyal and virtuous T 
5 citizens. 8 


— 


1 us all endeavour to cultivate within our 


ſphere, a reverence for authority, : and a due ſub- 


_ miſſion to laws and government. Lifting up 
| our deſires to God that he would ever favour 
this Commonwealth with righteous rulers, who 
ſhall not feel indifferent to the rejoicings, or 
complaints of their ſubjects. And that under 
their wiſe and prudent adminiſtration, the 
people may lead quiet and peaceable lives i in all 


godlineſs and honeſty.” ” Taz 
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Tas uſual addreſs. on ſuch occaſions as the 
preſent, wi cloſe the ſubject, 


And as decency and propriety diftate, 1 would 
addreſs my ſubject to his Excellency the Go- 
vernour and Commander in chief of this Com. 
monwealth. | 


May it pleaſe your E xcellency, 4 

GOD in his good providence hath conferred 
0 a ſignal honour upon you in repeatedly placing 
you in the higheſt ſeat in government, and en- 
truſting you with the principal management of 
the moſt important concerns of this Common- 
wealth. It cannot, Honoured Sir, but excite 
in your breaſt the moſt pleaſing ſenſation, to find 
your character thus revered, and your perion 
| holden in ſuch high eſtimation by ſo numerous 


and reſpectablę a people as compoſe this State; 3 


and to ſee the evidence which i it gives that your 


adminiſtration is of a ſimilar complexion with > 


that mentioned in our text, which i is ever r aſource : 
of general) joy. 


Ax however 3 FRE” difficult the W : 
is in which you preſide, your adminiſtration be- 


ing of the deſcription above, you may look ks 
VVV OG: and 


TW) 


aud expect all needed aid from him « who iv 
eth wiſdom to the wiſe, and W to them 
chat know underſtanding,” 


Your Excellency? s early and intimate acquain- 
| tance with the ſituation of the Commonwealth, 
and a thorough knowledge of the confiituciok 


particularly, render you a more able inſtrument 
in the hands of Providence, and give you peculiar 
advantages for guiding our publick affairs with 

. a ſkilful hand. An uncommon ſhare of know- 


ledge, prudence and wiſdom in a Governour is 
ſpecially neceſſary in ſuch an important and cri- 
tical day as the preſent ; to ſteer the helm of 


government with diſcretion— to afford light to 


a people enveloped in darkneſs and doubtful ex- 


pectation to relieve them of unneceſſary bur- 
thens and to protect their liberties from any 


encroachments. Vour Excellency will find oc- 


caſion for the improvement and exerciſe af. all 
your peculiar talents in directing and regulating 


the publick affairs of government, ſo as to pre- 
ſerve the rights of conſcience, and give fatisfac- 


tion to all your citizens. The popular eclat is 
very uncertain ; and though the important ſer- 


Voices rendered to your country in the moſt haz- 
ardous tranſactions, have raiſed your Excellency” 3 | 
* . reputations 5 
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tesdindolt and enrolled your name among the 

| patriotic heroes of the age, yet ſuch is the un- 
| © certainty of human things, that it is poſſible that 
| | rome inconſiderable circumſtance, which might 
if; s counteract the withes of 2 miſguided people, 

i! might fully the luſtre of all your former glories. 

oe Ir your Excellency had no higher ſpring of ac 
1 | : tion, and were not actuated by the nobleſt, and 

| | | moſt diſintereſted motives, in your arduous and 

| f unwearied endeavours to promote the Jaſting 

| jj reputation, intereſt and peace of your citizens, 

| your ſituation might expoſe you to the ſevereſt 

ö 5 mortification. But we flatter ourſelves that vou 
I Have 2 more ſtable foundation of ſecurity and 
| | Honour from a conſcience witneſſing your inte- 
L grity; and your fincere endeavours that righte- 
{| ouſneſs ſhall mark all the ſteps bf your admini- 
| | ſtration; ; that the preſent and future Joy of 
1 your citizens may not be interrupted or dimin- 
[| iſhed. 
1 As your ebene 8 character land high in 
F the eſtimation of this people, it gives you a great- 
S: er advantage, and ſhould be no leſs a motive 
1 with you to ſtudy, and invariably to purſue | 
Lf their beſt intereſt and happineſs. In ſeeking the 
| 1 common good and welfare of your people, you 
19 will 
1 

1 


b 51 


wil! lehre your intereſt 3 in their affedtions, and 
live i in their hearts; which muſt afford the great 


eſt ſatisfaction to a good magiſtrate. You will 


doubtleſs think it your duty to diſcover : a becom | 
ing zeal in promoting and maintaining that ; 
| Highteouſneſs among the people A which exalt- 


eth a nation; . 75 and for the want of which, the 


+14 77 A; | 


baſis of the happieſt governments, | in other x re- 10 


ſpects have been Rolf ſubverted. 


Your example and influence will not be want-. 
ing t to the ſupport of religion and religious or- © 


der—that the worſhip of God be upheld—the, 


Sabbath duly. ſanRified—the miniſters of Chriſt 
encouragedand. ſupported—that ſchools of learn. 
ing be duly maintained, according to the true 
ſpirit and intent of the good laws of « our Land, 


and the pious examples of our anceſtors, 4 


Bor eſpecially will your Excellency be ail: 


poſed to ule the influence of your dignified: and 
exalted ſtation; to bring vice and irreligion into 
ditrepute, the rapid growth of which, is _ 
- alarming! As the miniſter of God you cannot 
be an unconcerned ſpectator, While his enemies 
are profaning his ſacred name, degrading his 
worſhip, contemning his Sabbaths, and treating 
his faithful ſervants witlr ſcorn. Your pious in- 
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8 dignation in this caſe, will be rouſed, and with ; 


. of the land, againſt bold tranſgreſſors, that they ; 
may flee or fall before them. In this way, Ho- 


of reformation, and lay a reſtraint upon vice, 
which will, in the final iſſue of things, be branded ; 
with eternal infamy. 


ſtration, your reverence for God and zeal for ; 
his cauſe, will induce you to, make his revealed 
will, that unerring ſtandard of truth and righte- ; 


ful that this is not only the rule by which your” 
- adminiſtration is to be regulated; ; but whereby 
Deity itſelf will be guided in the final deciſions 
of the laſt day ; - in which the greateft Potentate 
will be equally intereſted with the meaneſt pea- 
fant, —A ſuggeſtion which your Excellency will 
not judge un ſeaſonable, from the recent inſtance 


cellent cotemporary in office, ſince the laſt anni- 
verſary Election: Whoſe virtuous character, 


intereſt and reputation of his country, will ren. 


vernour of this Commonwealth, who died Feb. 28, 1788. 


E I 


zcal will you countenance and ſupport , the arm 
of the proper magiſtrate, i in executing the laws 


noured Sir, you will inightily ſubſerve the cauſe 


In every part of your r Excdllency* 5 admini- 


ouſneſs, the baſis of your conduct: not unmind- 


of the death of your worthy, pious and truly ex- 


and unwearied endeavours to promote the true 


— — ' — | — e. x 1 der 
= His 1 Teese S the firſt Lientedant-Go- 


der his memory dear, and | lafling, with * the 
| dons of freedom. 


Tear your Excellency may Jong live the j joy 


and ornament of this great people ; that your 
Health may be confirmed, and your uſefulneſs 

protracted that your adminiſtration may be 
productive of- ftill greater rejoicin g with the 

- people of this Commonwealth ; and when filled 
with days and replete with grace, you ſhall be 
diſcharged from further ſervices here, that you 
may ſhare the honours of the heavenly world, 
will be the unceaſing prayers of the virtuous and 
9 


Ovs ſubject! is next adarefled with due bull 


| ity to the Honourable the Senate, and Houſe of 


Repreſentatives, 


Honoured and reſpeAtable Gentlemen, BY 
THE ſovereign powers of this Commonwealth 


veſted in you, by the united voice of this large 
people, give high. importance to your character, 
and intitle you to their reſpect and confidence. 
And that you may not diſappoĩnt their moſt 
- ſanguine expectations, you will make religion 

and righteouſneſs the baſis of your adminiſtrati- 

on and rule of your proceedings! That all your 
laws ſhall favour of piety and a ſacred regard for 
the honour of God, and he beſt good of your 
conſtituents. 18 
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e was the original aefign of. the inſtity- 


tion of civil government,and ſo far as you ſhould : 
deviate therefrom, or would defeat the end of 
Your promotion. . ee 


"I" ' $::% 


| Tame. is no en certainty, ind that : 
the beſt rulers will wholly elcape the invectives 
of diſappointed individuals, but integrity and 
uprightneſs will be ſure to eſtabliſh the approba- | 
tion and eſteem of all that are truly virtuous. 
Such perſons are not unappriſed of the difficulties 
and embarraſſments with which all publick buſi- 
neſs i is attended—and they very well know that 
great allowances are to be made for the ſeeming 
inconſiſtencies that are many times diſcoverable . 
in governmental matters ; and are more likely 
to be found in republican governments, where 
it is ſo peculiarly neceſſaty to comply with the | 
humours and conform to the wiſhes of the peo- 
ple. When rulers make it evident that they 
are governed by principles of integrity ; and 
there! is no appearance of injuſtice i in any of their 


acts, the judicious part of the community will 13 
revere their authority and obey the laws, even 
when they may not be exactiy conformed to 
their own. Political ſentiments. | The publick are 
in no danger from its virtuous citizens ; for 
| - they 
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they, never will be found- to leſſen the influ ence. 
of authority, or unhinge the bands of govern- 


ment, even though they ſhould conſider the op- 
er ation of ſome particular laws as being. unjuſt, . 


oppreſſive, and ſeyere, if at the fame time, they. 


© conſidered their legiſlators : as honeſt men h had 


no intention to en. £ 


pgs: tharetore- ſhould audy to approve 


themſelves to God, to their own conſciences, 
and to che virtuous among their people, if they 
would be deſirous to be uſeful, and increafe the 
Joy of their citizens. Envious and diſappointed 
individuals will be able to make but a feeble op- 
poſition to the meaſures of government, if the 
character and conduct of rulers juſtly command 


A general! reverence with the virtuous and good 


in the Commonwealth - Theſe will feel them- 


ſelves conſtrained from a love of order, from a re- 


ſpe to real merit, from a ſenſe of intereſt, from 5 
A regard to the” morals of the people, and from 0 
the more important conviction of duty to God's . 
inſtitution, to exert their influence i in favour of 


eſtabliſhed government. 


/ 


Ir chen; Gentlemen, you v would a the a : 


of your delegation, and would 60 be a terror to 
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evil Joan, + 1 a praiſe 154 encouragement te 
them who do well, ”” jt will be a principal object 
of your attention to rule i in righteouſneſs. And 
in order to rule well, it will be equally neceffary 
that vou ſhould exhibit an example of virtue, 
| that religion and piety may not only be diſco: 
vered in your laws, but in your converſation,— 
rendering you conſpicuous for piety and mer- 
cy, Juſtice and ſohriety ˙ in this way will your | 
x authority be ſtrengthened, and your adminiſtra- | 
tion ſupported. Your couſtituents will be in⸗ 
duced to take their meaſures and example from 5 
you. And they will be encouragers of peace or 
licentiouſneſs, i in ſome meaſure, as they ſhall 


find countenance or encouragement from your 
converſation and example. iP 


—— 


TE eyes of the people are upon their rulers, | 
and upon you, Gentlemen, in particular, to 
hear your ſentiments in the moſt critical caſes, 

and diſputable ſubjects; and may expect from 
you ſuch things as do not fall within your de- 
partment. In ſuch a caſe, Gentlemen, you will 
doubtleſs recolle& the powers veſted in you by f 
your commiſſion, and bags within its limits. 
| [ | Howzvzx, Gentlemen, would” not preſume 
[ EE to g0 out of my line, to dictate to you BY mea- 


ſures. 
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10 tures of a civil or political nature ; your wifdonl 
and good: ſenſe do not require this from me. 


Pant me to ay, that as magiſtracy i 1 0b 
Gch ordination, you have a right to expect . 
and demand due reſpect and cbedience from 
your ſubjects, And we © ought for ever to connk 

 fider it as a peculiar favour of Heaven, that 7 | 
Chriſtians are promoted to be rulers and. judges FS 
copia, Chriſtians,” : 


t belongs to your department, Gentlemen, 
not only to enact righteous laws, but according 
to your conſtitutibnal department, to judge 
' righteous judgment—to' plead the cauſe of the 
oppreſſed ; to relieve the fatherleſs and widow, 

and him that hath no helper ; to render to every 


one according to the juſtice of his cauſe which 1 

| ſhall be brought before you. You will remem. 1 
5 ber, gentlemen, that your commiſſion i is limited | 
a | by God. He who has dignified you above your — — Y 
ns 7 brethern, hath limited your powers by his holy 3} 
= word. You are notauthoriſed to obey the dictates | 
S 3 paſſion or arbitrary will, but to act agreeably 1 
y © 2 the revealed will of God. When Joſhua was | 
„ appointed chief magiſtrate, God inſtalled him in 4 
15 hig; Wers, and put che law i into his hand ſaying, — 
e 1 - 0 « this —— 


* N bo | 
*. 4-7 . 
a * 0 - 
5 0 . Ss "i - . 

* 4; 8 , * 
" 3 
4 * * 


k ill "boot of "te Jaw alk 8E OA * 
| * mouth.“ ro "Look then gentlemen' upon the 
copy that. is before. you then upoꝶ he commif- 
ſion which i is giy ep you. And as you axe God's 
vicegerents to carry. on the. affairs of his king. 
dom on, carth, vou will. take, your directions 
4 from his word, and imbibe his ſpiric: 


Tr being tenüble, gentlemen, that 3 5 our 1 
is difficult, and that you have an arduous talk to | 
| cure all the diſorders of the poſitical body, reſtore | 
harmony andpeace,and to.unitethe.j Jarringi inter- 
eſts of parties, and fix them to one common cen- 
ter, do moſt ſincerely commend you to that God, 
< who giveth wiſdom. to the wiſe, and under- 
ſtanding to the prudent”. Ye yourſelves can- 
not but be ſenſible of your need of divine aid 0 
and direction: © In all your. ways then ac know. 

: ledge God, and he ſhall direct your paths. Let - 
1 a conſciouſneſs of human weakneſs prompt. you, 
to repair f to the fountain of light and knowledge? 

5 andi may you improve them, when obtained, 1 
the honor of God and the good of your copſtitu- 
Ents. And may you obtain the divine preſe NCE 2 and 1 
blefling i in the faithful diſcharge of the duties of 
your department during your whole adminiftra- 
tion. And a ASA reward for your ſervices, may you N 
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| be e as the political faviours of this people, 
and meet their moſt cordial approbation with 
great rejoicing. And more eſpecially. may you 
| reiß the effects of a ſerene and acquiting con- 
ſcience. And having ſerved your generation 
according to the will of God, may you partict- 
pate the joys of the bleſled forever, 


"Thus whole aſſe mbly of God's people will per- 


mit me to make the ſuggeſtion, that virtue in 


rulers is not more neceſſary than in the body of 


the citizens collectiveiy. The more virtuous the 


community, the leſs is the occaſion for the exer- 
dig ofthe gits and graces of thoſe inauthority, | 
andthe leſs is the danger of injury from rulers if 


they were ill diſpoſed. When we are tempted 
to complain of our rulers and feel anxious leaſt 


they ſhould betray their truſt, and expoſe the 


people to the loſs of their liberties, we may re- 
collect that a virtuous people cannot be enſlaved, 


and that i it would be impracticable for rulers to in⸗ 
I volve their citizens in calamities that are grievous | 
and mournful, if there were not a large propor- 
9 tion of abandoned and unprincipled men to give 
| countenance to, and aid them in their evil de- 
8 dens. And if 2 community are ſo loſt to a ſenſe 
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e 
of their own intereſt, and fo regardleſs of their 
obligations to God and each other, as as juſtly to 
expoſe themſelveꝭ to the mot fatal injuries, who 
ean declare that their calamity is unmerited ? 


Tur the adminiſtration of civil rulers may 
be ſuch as may occafion rejoicing, it becomes us 
Not only to ſolicit God's preſence with them and 
his bleſſing upon them; but to demean our- 

ſelves as good citizens, and remove all the em- 

barraſſments which may render it exceſſively 
difficult, if not wholly impracticable, to do N "3 
juſtice in all caſes. 


! 


Ir cannot be denied but that a people may 
have ſometimes a mighty influence upon a 
righteous adminiſtration, and procure fuch mea · 
ſures to be adopted as are fraught with matter 
for grief and mourning. But this evil ought 
not to be palmed upon our rulers. We ſought, 
in ſuch caſes, as honeſt men, to reprobate our 
own conduct, and keep within our own pro- 
vince. There is not a greater miſchief -whick 
can bzfal a people, than to be divided into ſects 
and parties, either in reſpe& to religion or civil 
policy. The conſequences are fatal to peace, 
»"»rmeny and order; and it is this, my friends, 


Las] 


*. 


which renders our r preſent ſituation v "ey threat- 
emng; | 


On all a accounts it is ohr ſbteren, and we are 


. bound! in honour and conſcience faithfully to ad- 
here to, and vigorouſiy to purſue the ſame glo- 


rious cauſe. We are bound to unite our in- 


fluence that religion and righteouſneſs may 

| ſpread and preyail- that practical piety and ho- 
| lineſs may be mere viſible in our lives, and 
that the worſhip of Godin private. and public, 


may ornament our ſociety, and that our own 
hearts eſpecially, may | become a ht hahitation for 
the holy nt. 


Taz piety i in the hearts of men, will 1 
them the beſt citizens. And both rulers and 
people are under the ſame divine laws, are ſub. 

ject to the ſame authority, encouraged and 
animated by the ſamę motives, and favoured 
with the ſame example. It would be happy it 

their objects might! be the ſame; and they were 


equally ſtudious to promote the honor-and glory 


7 of their common Lord. 

Luar us not forget that the ſame rules that will 1 5 

0 teach, and the ſame grace and i integrity, that wil 
1 diſpoſe rulers to diſcharge the duties of their of- 
tice faithfully, are equally: neceſſary and men to 


"3. 


[ay 


Ae equally pan by thoſe whom God hath 
made lubject to them: | 


Ax that all oppoſition to lawful nn «1 6iſ 
reſiſting the ordinance of God, * who hath made 
it our duty to be . Sheet not only for wrath, > 


0 but for conſcience lake.” 


Au let me ſuggeſt, chat: as we make our reli 
gious character our boaſt, and have ſo oft made 
our appeal to Heaven, that we are God? s people, N 
and our cauſe the cauſe of God, we ought Fs 5 
auſly to endeavour to make the lincerity of this 
Proteſſion, more evident to the world; other. 

wiſe we ſhall juſtly deſerve the imputation of hav- 
ing, our hearts and tongues at the greateſt! remove 
from each other. 


F 


1s dechrationsSiinea us to credit abroad, ad 
even with Deity itſelf, our deferts could hardly 
be compenſated. But let us deal faithfully with 
_ ourſelves, and confeſs our perſonal and national 
: unworthineſs,if we expect God's forgiveneſs and . 
bleſſing. And let us cultivate a principle of jul. 
tice, of public ſpirit, and benevolence i in the com- 
munity ; and live as the grace of God teacheth. 
Let us be ſenſible of the invaluable bleſlings, 
which isdolgent Heayen beſtows—and particu- 

= 


1 


"OY that v we enjoy the great advintags: of civil. 
government, by the continvance and ſupport of 
which, we are, for the preſent, ſecure 1 in our per- Wes 
ſons and properties. And while we all affect to 

? ſeek a mild and equal government, may we unite. 


our influence to ſupport the ſame, that * in the 


peace thereof, we way have peace.” 


And though we might be apprehenſive that 
there were Frievances which ought to be redreſſ. 
ed, yet ought we to let a manly firmneſs and re- 
' ſolution be diſcovered i in purſuing the paths of 


; virtue till the object be obtained 


1 people may be as crimigald in ladies means 
of relief, as they can ſuppoſe thoſe to be, who 
originated the cauſe of complaint. And while 


our conduct is ſuck as it ought to be towards our 


rulers, and we ſuitably addreſs them upon the 

ſubject of public burdens, let us encourage our- 
ſelves that they will feel our F and eaſe 

our complaints. A | 


Luxx us refome courage Wa Love! for better 
times —when peace and good order ſhall be eſ- 
f tabliſhed upon a proper baſis hen juſtice ſhall 
be impartially adminiftered—when friendſhip, 
brotherly love, and chriſtian fellowſhip, ſhall be 

univerſal 


14 > 


3 netz When it mall be abet an OI „ 
| | e be ſincerely religious, and to be ſubjected _ 
Fa.” rules of righteouſneſs i in all our tranſactions | 
— 2 with men. When none but the virtuous ſhall 
rule and judge the people of God, the adminif- 
tration of whom ſhall cone mn het or 

0" gladnels. 5 


Tin truly bleſſed is the . that : ba WW. 
che joyful ſound j they ſhall walk, O Lord, in 
the light of thy countenance. In thy name 

hall they rejoice all the day, and in thy righte- 
ouſneſs Hall they be exalted. For thou art the 
glory of their ſtrength; and in thy favor our 
horn ſhall be exalted. For the Lord is our de- | 
fence, and [Rong one of aer! is our r Ling. 485g 
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